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Presentation by Publisher 

In this book, Abram proposes and elaborates the 
dual concept o f an intrapsychic surviving and non 
surviving object and examines how psychic survival-of-
the-object places the early m/Other at the centre of the 
nascent psyche before innate factors are relevant.  

Abram's clinical-theoretical elaborations advance 
several of Winnicott's key concepts. Moreover, the clinical 
illustrations show how her advances arise out of the 
transference-countertransference matrix of the analysing 
situation. Chapter by chapter, the reader witnesses the 
evolution of her proposals that not only enhance an 
appreciation of Winnicott's original clinical paradigm but 
also demonstrate how much more there is to glean from his 
texts especially in the contemporary consulting room. The 
Surviving Object comprises eight chapters covering themes 
such as: the incommunicado self; violation of the self; the 
paradox of communication; terror at the roots of non 

survival; an implicit theory of desire; the fear of WOMAN underlying misogyny; the meaning 
of infantile sexuality; the 'father in the nursing mother's mind' as an 'integrate' in the nascent 
psyche; formlessness preceding integration; and a theory of madness.  
 
Jan Abram’s Acknowledgments to Loparic:  

In 1997, Zeljko Loparic invited me to participate in a conference in São Paulo, Brazil, 
for a Winnicott Conference and later in 1998 he proposed publishing the paper in Natureza 
Humana, a journal dedicated to Winnicott's work, of which he was editor. I am grateful to 
Professor Loparic for permission to re-publish the paper for this collection. But I am also 
indebted to Zeljko Loparic for many of those stimulating conversations on Winnicott's 
paradigm more than two decades ago. Thanks to Zeljko Loparic, the inspiration for editing the 
volume Donald Winnicott Today came to fruition. 
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