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Editor’s presentation 

Kant’s Transcendental Semantics makes available in 
English translation the most influential monograph on Kant 
published in Brazil. Zeljko Loparic interprets Kant’s Critical 
Philosophy as a project in semantics, positing the conditions for 
the meaning and reference of terms used in scientific problem-
solving. Among the top Kant scholars in Brazil, Loparic 
inspired de “Semantic School” of Brazilian Kant interpretation. 

The series “Kantstudien-Ergänzungshefte” publishes 
outstanding monographs and edited volumes that investigate all 
aspects of Kant’s philosophy, including its systematic 
relationship to other philosophical approaches, both past and 
present. Studies that appear in the series are distinguished by 
their innovative nature and ability to close lacunae in the 
research. In this way, the series is a venue for the latest findings 
in scholarship on Kant. 

 
Professor Zeljko Loparic is probably the single most influential Brazilian interpreter of 

Kant and the only one to have inspired a distinctive school of interpretation. His book A 
Semântica Transcendental de Kant presents his interpretation of Kant’s critical philosophy as 
project in semantics, positing the conditions for the meaning and reference of terms. When Kant 
asks “how are synthetic a priori judgements possible?”, his answer provides the possible 
reference and meaning conditions for the theoretical claims of the understanding and reason. 
No particular metaphysics is implied and no strict epistemic theory implicated in stressing the 
semantic problem and its solution. Loparic covers the entirety of the Critique of Pure Reason 
to cover philosophical, mathematical, and empirical judgments related to the physical sciences. 
Other work done by Loparic and his students extended this analysis to other issues such as 
ethical, historical, anthropological, and political judgments. Loparic’s word has influenced 
Kant studies in Brazil for decades. Indeed if any particular novel approach to Kant studies can 
be associated with Brazil, it would be the “Semantic School” of Loparic-inspired work done by 
many across the country. Translation of this book into English now makes the essential text of 
that School available to the Kant community worldwide. 


